29th November 2021, Gothenburg
Letter from the Head of School
Dear Parents,
While we had a milder than usual autumn, the colder weather has arrived and we are certainly
in the darker period of the year. We do however have the light of Lucia celebrations to look
forward to as we enter the festive season!
Lucia celebrations
The Lucia celebration is a cherished cultural tradition in Sweden, typically occurring on and
around the 13th December each year. It has distinct origins from the peasant communities of
old and symbolic references to darkness & light, cold & warmth.
With candles, crowns and choirs, celebrating Lucia is fitting for the festive season, especially
when it also includes ginger snaps and saffron-flavoured buns (‘lussekatter’) eaten with glögg
or coffee!
At ISGR, Lucia celebrations will again be
shared online.
Guldheden campus will have a direct
stream with our grade 5 choir from Annedal
Church (Annedalskyrkan). A link will be
sent to parents for viewing on Friday 10th
December, commencing at 9.00.
Götaberg campus will celebrate Lucia with
a concert at Tabernaklet on the traditional
date of 13th December from 14.00.
Parents are unfortunately still restricted from attending but we will be making photos available
to enjoy this Swedish tradition with international influences.
We are thankful to all staff and students who are making the many preparations and rehearsals
to produce our Lucia concerts.

A reminder that students are required to be in school up until the last day of term (Wednesday
22nd December, 2021) and well rested and ready for the first day of 2021-22 Spring Term:
Tuesday, 11th January, 2022. Please refer to our Leave of Absence policy for further
information and always check the relevant restrictions before travelling abroad:
https://www.krisinformation.se/en/hazards-and-risks/disasters-and-incidents/2020/official-info
rmation-on-the-new-coronavirus/travel-restrictions
At this time of year it’s so nice to see the city alive with the tradition of displaying lights and
candles in windows to provide colour and warmth. We are also decorating our school
buildings to provide ‘julstämning’ - a feel for the festive season - as students are finishing
assignments and enjoying the end of term activities!
Kind regards,
Birgitta Sandström Barac
Head of School
birgitta.sandstrom.barac@staff.isgr.se
T +46 (0)31 708 92 15

