
24th September 2019, Gothenburg  
 
Head of School Letter for September 2019  
 
Dear Parents,  
 
We hope that you have had a positive and productive start to the Autumn term. The start of an 
academic year is always a time of busy transition, especially if you have moved to a new 
country with a new culture of learning!   
 
At ISGR, we have a dedicated Parent Teacher Association (PTA) which helps all transitions to 
be as smooth as possible for families.  The PTA is an ideal support group for families as it 
creates the social links needed while living abroad; just as our children benefit from the 
international spirit in school, you as parents will be able to experience it too by taking part in 
PTA activities.  This year again, the PTA will play an important role for our school.  We 
encourage parents to join the weekly activities as well as to volunteer to support the coming 
major events, including Family Day and the Winter Bazaar.   
 
Family Day is on Saturday 28th September and is taking place in the “Bamba” at our Götaberg 
Campus (Molinsgatan 6) from 11am to 2pm.  There will be a barbeque with salads and 
desserts along with fun games for kids, so please come and join in!   
 
The next major event is the Winter Bazaar on Saturday 30th November, and it is the biggest 
fundraiser of the school year, with market stalls, activities and an international food cafe.  All 
funds raised by the PTA during these events are meant to build a strong community spirit in 
and around school by supporting projects led by teachers, students and staff.  A recent 
example is the new furniture purchased for the Götaberg campus Student Centre, which is 
now operated by a qualified staff member and open to students from 9am to 3pm. 
  
We have recently released our Annual Report in a brochure format.  As well as a financial 
overview, it includes a summary of academic and well-being results.  From this report, we 
would like to highlight some pleasing aspects of the school’s performance.   
 
The international standardised testing (ISA) which is used worldwide to assess the quality of 
teaching and learning shows solid performance at ISGR in the international section compared 
to similar international schools.  In the National section, we compare results with other schools 
in Gothenburg where our Lgr programme has mainly outperformed with substantial 
outperformance in LgrM9.  In both sections, all students achieved sufficient levels to graduate 
(from MYP10 and LgrM9) in the 2018-19 academic year, and gain access to further education 
in High School.  

 



 

 
Results from our Well-Being Plan show that students feel safe and secure at ISGR - both in 
lessons and in the playground.  This reinforces the positive atmosphere at ISGR, which we see 
as the ideal foundation for student learning.   
 
At the end of the brochure, you will also find a summary of the financial statements and a copy 
of the Auditors’ report translated into English.  Attached is a copy of the brochure, which we 
encourage you to read to learn more about ISGR and its goals.   
 
Hopefully the above information helps you to further settle in to the growing ISGR community. 
The ISGR staff community has also evolved this year, with new recruits from various 
international backgrounds.  We are fortunate at ISGR to have attracted highly qualified and 
talented staff, many with fresh experience from other international schools, who can add to our 
high quality teaching and learning. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Birgitta Sandström Barac 
Head of School 
birgitta.sandstrom.barac@isgr.se 
T +46 (0)31 708 92 15 

 
 
 


