
 

3rd December 2019, Gothenburg  
Letter from the Head of School  
 

Dear Parents, 
 

At the end of one of the darkest Novembers in memory, it was wonderful to have a crisp, clear 
day to enjoy the Winter Bazaar!  We also have the light of Lucia celebrations to look forward to 
as we enter the festive season! 

 

Winter Bazaar 
The annual Winter Bazaar, held on Saturday 
30th of November at our Götaberg Campus, 
is a major highlight on our school calendar. 
It was again a huge success with many 
people enjoying all sorts of activities, arts 
and crafts, along with the cuisines at our 
famous International Café (pictured right) 
featuring tastes from around the world!  
 

The Winter Bazaar is an event that brings 
together the multiple talents in our 
multicultural community.  It is always an 
enjoyable and enriching experience to see 
and sample offerings from the many 
countries and cultures that make our school 
special.  A new dimension this year was 
student performances highlighting our 
cultural diversity. 
 

A huge thank you to our fantastic PTA event 
organising group, as well as all students, 
staff and parents who volunteered their time 
and expertise to make it all happen. Thanks 
also to all those who attended and 
contributed valuable funds on the day - the 
Winter Bazaar is the largest community 
fund-raising event for the school and all funds go directly to resources for students. 
 
 

 



 

Lucia celebrations 
The Lucia celebration is a cherished cultural tradition in Sweden, typically occurring on and 
around the 13th December each year.  It has distinct origins from the peasant communities of 
old and symbolic references to darkness & light, cold &  warmth.   

 

With candles, crowns and choirs, 
celebrating Lucia is fitting for the festive 
season, especially when it also includes 
ginger snaps and saffron-flavoured buns 
(‘lussekatter’) eaten with glögg or coffee! 
 

At ISGR, Lucia celebrations will be held for 
Guldheden campus at Annedal Church 
(Annedalskyrkan, pictured left) on Thursday 
5th December, commencing at 9.00. 
 
Götaberg campus, will celebrated Lucia 
with a concert at Vasa Church (Vasakyrkan, 
pictured left) on the traditional date of 13th 
December at 13.30. 
 

Thank you and good luck to all staff and 
students who are making the many 
preparations and rehearsals to produce our 
Lucia concerts.   
 

Parents are most welcome to attend and 
enjoy this Swedish tradition with 
international influences in our music and 
songs. 
 

Leadership Update 
I would like to inform that LgrM Principal Maria Lindberg is leaving ISGR for a position in the 
municipality of Alingsås.  We would like to thank Maria for her contribution to the school and 
developing the LgrM programme. MYP Deputy Principal Corinna Ljungberg, will take on the 
role as the acting LgrM Principal for the Spring term until a permanent solution has been 
determined.  MYP Coordinator Alexei Gafan and Dean of Students, Emilie Sasson will share 
the role of MYP Deputy Principal for the Spring term.  
 

At this time of year it’s so nice to see the city alive with the tradition of displaying lights and 
candles in windows to provide colour and warmth to the season.  It helps us feel festive and 
ready for the winter holidays. First however, there is some final focus required for finishing 
assignments and enjoying the end of term activities!  
 

Kind regards, 
 

Birgitta Sandström Barac 
Head of School 
birgitta.sandstrom.barac@isgr.se 
T +46 (0)31 708 92 15 

 


