
 

 

12th June 2019, Gothenburg  
 

End of Academic Year Letter from the Head of School  
 

 
Dear Parents,  
 

The academic is culminating with many activities, celebrations and ceremonies occurring 
across all sections of the school.  We look forward to the end of year assemblies and 
graduations “Sommaravslutningen” tomorrow, which are a special highlight. At Guldheden 
Campus celebrations will commence at 8:45 and all parents are welcome to gather on the 
Guldheden school playground.  At Götaberg Campus, parents of the graduating students 
(MYP10 and LgrM9) can join from 11:00 to 13:00 at the Hvitfeldtska High School Aula for the 
graduation ceremony. 
 
New Principals at PYP & LGRP  
We will start the new academic year with new Principals at PYP and LgrP.  At PYP, the 
recruitment process has resulted in an internal candidate, Lee Brown, being appointed to the 
Principal position.  Lee  has worked at ISGR/IHGR for 16 years, beginning in the MYP and then 
involved in founding the IB Diploma programme, in the role of IB Coordinator for 12 years 
including a period as Acting Principal at IHGR.  Lee has a deep knowledge of the IB continuum 
of international education and is also experienced as an accreditor for both the IB and Council 
of International Schools (CIS).  After a transition period, the current PYP Principal, Moragh 
Randall, will return to her role in Learning Support for PYP.  We thank Moragh for her 
contribution in the Principal role for 2 years and her flexibility during the handover period. 
 
At LgrP, an external candidate, Marianne Axelsson, has been appointed to the Principal 
position.  Marianne has over 30 years experience in education, including a variety of roles in 
schools as well as working with the School Leader Union.  During her career, Marianne has 
held head of school/pre-schools positions and her most recent role was as Head of Student 
Health for schools in the Falkenberg municipality.  Marianne also has particular expertise in 
working with special needs students.  Marianne will be Principal of LgrP from the 5th August, 
with current LgrP Principal Kristina Stenvall providing a handover.  We thank Kristina for 
stepping into the role for the transition period to a new Principal. 
 
 



 

CIS Accreditation 
Our re-accredited was affirmed by CIS following the submission of a progress report during 
the term.  This means your child continues to attend a school assessed as meeting rigorous 
international standards.  CIS were particularly pleased with our systematic and 
student-focused approach.  We will continue our work with CIS protocols with related school 
improvement and strategic planning in the Autumn term. 
 
Parent Council and PTA 
Thank you to those parents who have served on our PTA and Parent Councils this year.  Our 
parent groups provide essential support to the School.  The Parent Councils play a pivotal role 
in ongoing improvements in the operations of the School and we are grateful for their 
contribution.  The PTA is not only vital to School but also adds to the vibrancy of the entire 
international community here in Gothenburg, including the contribution of The English Club, 
which helps many people from our community who are new to the English language. 
 

A special thank you to our PTA members who have come to the end of their time in Sweden: 
Florence (who served as PTA Chair), Dorte and Christine, and to those leaving the PTA 
Steering Committee: Cornelia (who served as Treasurer), Ying, Mai- Kim and Annemieke. 
 

New members to our parent groups are most welcome for the new academic year, so please 
visit our website to find out how to join:  
PTA: www.isgr.se/pta 
Parent Council: www.isgr.se/parentcouncil  
 
Key dates for 2019-20 Academic Year 
First day of Fall Term (new academic year): Wednesday, 21st August, 2019 
Fall term break: ('Week 44'), 28th October to 1st November 2019 
Last day of Fall Term: Friday 20th December, 2019 
First day of 2019-20 Spring Term: Wednesday, 8th January, 2020 
 
A big thank you to all students, parents and staff who have contributed to a successful year for 
ISGR - collectively your contributions make ISGR a caring community with ‘local and global 
connections’ - one of our core values!  The end of year is also a time where we say good-bye 
to many families moving on to new schools and new opportunities to ‘embrace diversity and 
explore the world’!   
 

I wish everyone a relaxing and rejuvenating summer break, and for those continuing at ISGR, 
we look forward to welcoming you safely back to school in August.   
 

Kind regards, 
 
 

Birgitta Sandström Barac 
Head of School 
birgitta.sandstrom.barac@isgr.se 
T +46 (0)31 708 92 15 
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