
 

 

23rd May 2019, Gothenburg  
Letter from the Head of School  
 
Dear Parents, 
 

As we near the end of the academic year the school is alive with end of year activities.  There 
are assignments to finish and work to exhibit - it’s time to be proud of achievements by all 
students along their individual continuum of learning! 
 
Student Wellbeing  
ISGR has received funding from the school authorities (‘Skolverket’) to support student 
wellbeing.  This will be used at Götaberg campuses to help fund a ‘Dean of Students’ / 
(‘Skolvärd’) to work directly with students on health and wellbeing issues.  At Guldheden the 
funding will go towards health and wellbeing projects appropriate for younger students. 
 
Nordic Network Sports Tournament 
The Nordic Network Sports Tournament was hosted by ISGR in Gothenburg on the weekend of 
3-4th of May.  The annual sports tournament brought together over 300 students from founder 
member and associate schools in the Nordic region, to take part in football, basketball, floor 
hockey and athletics.  The Serneke Arena proved to be a great venue for the multisport 
competitions.  There was some great sporting skills on display from the students and was 
made possible due to the skillful organising and scheduling by many ISGR staff and with the 
help from many parents. Congratulations to all students and staff involved! 
 
Graduation Ceremonies 
On Thursday 13th June, Guldheden campus will be celebrating the end of term with our annual 
assembly or 'avslutning'. There will be songs, music and a chance to say goodbye to both our 
Grade 5 students and those students leaving ISGR as we ring in the summer holidays! We are 
usually fortunate with the weather and hope that this year we will also be lucky enough to be 
outside.  All parents are welcome to join us at 8:45 on that day in the Guldheden school 
playground. 
 
Götaberg Campus will also have it's annual graduation ceremony on Thursday 13th June. 
Parents of the graduating students (MYP10 and LgrM9) can join from 11:00 to 13:00 at the 
Hvitfeldtska High School Aula.  Awards will be given for student achievements, and both the 



 

LgrM principal and MYP principals will give speeches to mark the graduation of our LgrM9 and 
MYP10 students, with me closing the ceremony. 
 
PYP Exhibition 
The PYP Exhibition is the culmination of the programme where PYP5 students showcase their 
skills and insights in collaborative projects.  This year the Exhibition is based on the United 
Nations Sustainable Goals.  Each group of students has chosen one of the goals as a focus for 
their exhibition project.  The PYP5 students warmly invite you to the 2019 Exhibition on the 
28th of May beginning at 16:15 in the afternoon. The location is Wallenberg Conference Center 
Medicinaregatan 20, 413 90 Göteborg (public parking near Medicinaregatan Tram Stop).  The 
Opening Presentation is at 16:30 and the Exhibition finishes at 18:45.  Please come prepared 
to participate by downloading a QR code reader on your smartphone. 
 
International Section School Fee 
As advised in our terms and conditions, the School Fee for attending the international section 
is subject to yearly adjustments in alignment with indexation used by the Gothenburg Region 
(GR).  The School Fee for the 2019-20 academic year will be raised to SEK 32,970.  Further 
information about the School Fee and Government Subsidy is available on the ISGR website. 
 
We wish to remind you of the deadline for payment of the international section School Fee for 
this term (SEK 16,237) is due on 31st May.  The full term fee applies to every student enrolled 
in ISGR during the term regardless of the duration attended.  The School Fee contributes 
towards the costs of running an accredited international programme and providing an ongoing 
admissions service in-line with our Owner’s directives. 
 

School Facilities Improvements 
Works are well underway for the new portable cabins on the Läraregatan side of Götaberg 
Campus, which will house four new classrooms.  The new cabins will be in place and ready for 
classes by the first day of the new academic year (Wednesday 21st August, 2019) and will 
support the continuation of our ongoing admissions service for international families.  There will 
be new limits on vehicle access to Götaberg with a new entrance on the back side of the 
Campus to improve the function and safety for students coming in and out of the premises. 
The new entrance will be for waste collection and other service vehicles.  Visitors should 
continue to use the entrance on the front side however parking inside the campus will be 
restricted to five spaces: three short-term guests, one for the company car and one for  those 
with accessibility requirements. 
 
At the Guldheden Campus, the preliminary planning phase is continuing for the building of a 
permanent extension to replace the portable cabins on the Guldhedsgatan side of the campus. 
The new building must utilise the space in-line with cultural heritage and city plan guidelines. 
The plan is for the extension to increase our overall number of classrooms, provide new 
facilities for ‘bamba’ (canteen), and new meeting and activity areas.  We would like to remind 
all parents and students to use the entrances on the main playground/football field side of the 
Guldheden Campus, as construction workers require access from Guldhedsgatan for the 
current renovations and planned building works. 

 
 
 

https://isgr.openapply.com/pages/28


 

 
Principal Recruitment 
Processes to recruit new Principals for LgrP and PYP sections are underway.  Interviews have 
involved Students, Staff and Leadership team members.  The selected candidates will be 
appointed to the roles for the new Academic year.  The Principals currently in the roles will 
continue into the new term to ensure a smooth transition period.  Moragh Randall will then be 
returning to her role in Learning Support for PYP and Kristina Stenvall will be looking at further 
opportunities.  We thank them both for carrying the sections forward during their respective 
tenures. 
 
Teacher Appreciation and our amazing PTA! 
A big thank you to all in the PTA who organised the fantastic Teacher Appreciation Day at both 
Campuses.  The staff were amazed at the delicacies and specialties from around the world that 
were beautifully presented.  It is a great initiative by the PTA which highlights our positive 
community culture and is greatly appreciated by all teachers and staff at ISGR. 
Thanks also to the PTA for providing new furniture at the Götaberg's Student Center and 
additions to the Guldhedens library.  To celebrate the installation of new furniture at Götaberg, 
PTA parents offered waffles in the Student Center - very much appreciated by the students! 
 
Parent/Staff Surveys and Strategic Planning 
The annual staff and parent surveys were administered earlier this term.  We had a good level 
of response from all sections of the school and we appreciate the time taken to provide this 
valuable input.  Responses from the surveys are currently being collated and will be analysed 
in connection with other data utilised for school improvement, including data gathered through 
our accreditation processes.  Results will be used in our strategic planning process and 
contribute to the development of our new Strategic Plan, which will be shared with our school 
community during the 2019-20 academic year. 
 
We look forward to to this final phase of the academic year and all the activity it entails.  Please 
be sure to review the school calendars on our website and information through SchoolSoft and 
ManageBac, to ensure nothing is missed! 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

Birgitta Sandström Barac 
Head of School 
birgitta.sandstrom.barac@isgr.se 
T +46 (0)31 708 92 15 
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